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 Midweek Advent 3, December 18, 2019



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 
 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
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Midweek Advent 3 

December 18, 2019  

 

Expect Unexpected Confidence! 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Please stand 

 

 
 

 For our second and third midweek Advent services, we will use Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening 

Prayer liturgy (so named because it was composed while Haugen was musician-in-residence at Holden 

Village, a Lutheran retreat center in Washington State). This service is a quiet, devotional service, 

appropriate for the meditative and reflective emphasis of the Advent season. During Advent, we ponder 

how God came down from heaven to earth in the form of a little child to redeem the world from sin, 

death, and the power of the devil. May God bless your prayer and meditation during this Advent season. 
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L: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe – from old you have led your people by night and day. 

May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are 

the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 

 

 

Be seated  
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 O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, 

 Your radiance shines in all who look to you. 

 Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. Refrain 

 

 O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits. 

 Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word. 

 Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts. Refrain 

 

 O Root of Life, implant your seed within us,  

 And in your advent draw us all to you, 

 Our hope reborn in dying and in rising. Refrain 

 

 O Key of Knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage, 

 We ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain. 

 Open to us the pathway of your peace. Refrain 

 

  Silence for meditation 

 

L:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and fill 

us, so that in union with all creation we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson Job 1:6-22 

 

 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 

The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” 

 Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”  
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 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like 

him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 

 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge around him and his 

household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds 

are spread throughout the land. But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will 

surely curse you to your face.” 

 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 

himself do not lay a finger.” 

 Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s 

house, a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing 

nearby, and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the sky 

and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three 

raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the 

sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters were 

feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from 

the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and 

said: 

  “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. 

   The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;  

   may the name of the LORD be praised.” 

 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 

L:  The Light shines in the darkness, 

 

All:  And the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Hymn of the Day Comfort, Comfort All My People 

    Christian Worship 11 

 

Sermon Job 1:6-22 

Unexpected Confidence!  
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Please stand 

 

Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The 

angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and 

his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant 

of my God, I live to do your will.” 

 

  



pg. 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

L: In peace, Lord, in peace we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For us who are gathered to worship and praise you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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L: For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 

 

All: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

 

L: Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the 

peace that passes all understanding and the will to live your gospel with mercy and justice, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Christ Is With Me (see pg. 12) 

Christian Worship Supplement 761  



pg. 12 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Pastor Kyle Bitter, piano 

 Paula Rauth, flute  

 Mandy Treder, vocals 

 

Head Ushers Keith Hackbarth, Students (3:30 p.m.) 

 Mark Meissner (6:45 p.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 

 

• The Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle remembers those who were 

among the first to hear the good news that the Messiah was born. May we be like the 

shepherds and share this message of joy with a sin-darkened world around us. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Holden Evening Prayer © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  

“My Soul in Stillness Waits” Text and tune © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.  

“Christ Is With Me” Text and tune © 1992 Concordia Publishing House. 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 21 Worship 

 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 22 Worship 

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 24 Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 4:00 p.m., Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

 

Tuesday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 10:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, December 28 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, December 29 Worship 

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship 

 6:45 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 New Year’s Day Worship  

 10:00 a.m.  
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 
www.sjtosa.org 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 


